It is proposed that the type strain of Streptomyces rameus
Streptomyces rameus was described as a streptomycinproducing strain (Shibata, 1959) and No. 43797 was designated as the type strain in Bergey's Manual of Determinative Bacteriology, 8 th edn (Pridham & Tresner, 1974) . The specific epithet was approved in the Approved Lists of Bacterial Names (Skerman et al., 1980) . At that time, however, ATCC 21273 was designated as the type strain. Strain ATCC 21273, however, was a patent strain, that had been newly isolated from soil and produced an antiviral substance, and was identified as Streptomyces rameus (Harada et al., 1975) . On the other hand, Streptomyces rameus IF0 3782 is the original strain (No. 43797) that produces streptomycin (Shiba ta, 1959) . We re-examined the two strains, Streptomyces rameus IF0 3782 and ATCC 21273, for their morphological, cultural and physiological characteristics according to the method of Shirling & Gottlieb (1966) , and evaluated DNA relatedness between the strains using the microdilution well method (Ezaki et al., 1989) . Table 1 summarizes the phenotypic characteristics and the result of DNA-DNA hybridization between the two strains. Phenotypically they resemble each other except for utilization of rhamnose and sucrose for growth, and susceptibility to streptomycin. However, DNA relatedness between the two strains is only 30 %, indicating that they are different species. Therefore, it 
